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Reason for change: 
Add the requirement that an abandoned cable must be tagged at each end, as well as de-energized 
and secured.  Remove the requirement that individual cases be approved by the Engineering and 
Technical Infrastructure Department Head. 
 
Change description: (Summarize and attach changed pages, with changes clearly indicated)  
Third paragraph of the policy should be changed to:   
In some isolated cases it may be prudent to abandon the electrical cable in place and properly secure 
and tag each cable end.   Replace P-046-001 with TCR-P-046-002. 
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Cable Tagging and Removal 

Effective Date: 
 

February 28,1992 

Initiated by: 
 

Head, Engineering and Technical 
Infrastructure 

 Supersedes: 
 

New 

Approved: 
 

Director 
 
 
During the course of a project's life, electrical cable installed on the project may no longer be 
necessary.  In the past and prior to this policy, this electrical cable has been, at times, disconnected 
and abandoned in place when it was no longer required. 
 
The Laboratory has now established a policy that whenever a cable is no longer needed, it should be 
physically removed.  By removing these cables, space in cable trays and conduits is made available, 
and fire loading and the associated safety risks of energized abandoned cable is reduced.  Whenever 
practical, cable previously abandoned in place prior to this policy shall be removed as the 
opportunity presents itself (budget, personnel availability, removal of cable in same area, potential 
future use of cable, potential for damaging other cables during removal,  etc.). 
 
In some isolated cases it may be prudent to abandon the electrical cable in place and properly secure 
and tag each cable end.  TCR-P-046, R0-002 
 
In all cases, cable not in use or abandoned in place (those that exist now and are known, as well as 
future applications) shall be disconnected from any source of power and have both ends properly 
taped or properly secured (terminal blocks) so that no electrical conductor is exposed.  Each end 
shall be tagged noting the location of the other end of the cable and that the subject cable has been 
abandoned in place. 
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